
The Woodpens’ Club Christmas Luncheon 
                           .... A good time was had by one and all! 

     The rain cleared and the sun came out for this year’s Woodpens’ Club luncheon held on 
Saturday, November 24th. It was another fun affair! Although Woodward’s Stores closed its 
doors almost twenty years ago and in spite of the fact that our Members and fellow 
Woodwardites are getting a little older, we still had 146 attendees, down slightly from past 
years. Everyone who was able to attend seemed to enjoy themselves...visiting and renewing 
old friendships, and “catching up” with each other. 
     It was nice to see some of our newest members in attendance.... Kevin Gilligan and Rita 
Johnston...we welcome you! We were sorry that our regulars, Harry Hockley, Harry Martin, 
Dina and Walter Schulte, John and Jan Wong were not able to join us due to health issues, 
however we were happy to hear that they are on the road to recovery!  We also missed 
several others who were not able to attend this year’s party ......we look forward to seeing you 
next year!!  John and Kip Woodward were out of town, however, they sent their regrets along 
with a very much appreciated donation to our charities fund, as did Frank Robertson and his 
wife, Eileen who are away in Palm Springs. 
     Dennis Murrell, who was wearing his Queen’s Jubilee Medal, was asked to stand and be 
congratulated.  During World War Two, he served in the Royal Navy. He was recently awarded 
the Queen’s medal in recognition of his work with the Vancouver Naval Association Museum. 
     Some pictures of the late Cliff Jones, put together by his daughter, brought back many 
memories of people in the Woodward’s Food Division. Pictures of the silver shovel used in the 
sod-turning of many new Woodward stores, in B.C. and Alberta, were also on display. Cliff 
Jones, who was a Grocery Buyer for many years, passed away a few years ago. He rarely 
missed our Christmas Luncheon.   
     Lou Sturley, (Woodward’s Foods--Meat Division for 39 years) was asked to draw the 
winning ticket for  the “Cruise for Two”, The winner was Catherine and Dave Lamb who will 
give the 7-day Cruise to their  father, Bramwell  Lamb, who worked for many years on the 
Food Floor in the Downtown Store.   
     After any successful event, there are many thank-yous in order! Thank you to Mel and Ann 
Weatherby for being our Winemasters and Punchmasters. They did a great job substituting for 
Walter and Dina Schulte, who should be back with us next year. Thank you to Bonnie and Lois 
(Al Wilson’s daughters) who donated their time to look after the coat checking again this 
year...a job that they have done for each of the past twelve years. Thank you to everyone who 
brought donations and non-perishable food items for the Union Gospel Mission and thank you 
to Leo Querin who delivered them to the Mission. Thank you to Ian Murdoch, Ozzie Hyland 
and their helpers who raised $810 in the 50/50 draw...with $405 going towards donations to 
the Woodpens’ Club’s chosen charities and $405 being awarded to the winner.  Norma Smith 
was asked to draw the winning ticket. The winner was Babs Findlay who worked for 24 years in 
the Drapery Department in the New Westminster Store (1965 to 1989). Thank you to Don 
Roberts for taking the pictures of the Party that you will see in the Hotline!   



    We thank all of the Directors who helped to plan and work on the Christmas 
Luncheon...especially Peter Wall and his wife Thelma, Christine Patterson, Ann Weatherby, 
OAnn Hughes and Sheila Dorval. A big thank- you to Odette Guinn and her husband Bill for 
looking after the purchase of table centres and door prizes for the luncheon again this year. 
     Last but not least, all in attendance at the Party thank Lewis Sturley for the surprise gift of 
the box of Purdy’s Chocolates that were distributed to everyone, including the catering staff  
(This was the third year in a row that Lew has done this) Your generosity was most 
appreciated again, Lew!  The gift-wrapped boxes of chocolates were again a great surprise 
and added a nice touch to the party.  
    We thank everyone for coming to the party...watch the Hotline for next year’s date for the 
Woodpens’ Club Annual Christmas Luncheon. We hope to see you there!  
 
 
 
           

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

Merry Christmas 

and a 

Happy New Year 


