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Necessitv to chanse the date and venue for the Woodpens' CIub 2015 AGM
Since the "Notice for Annual General Meeting" for 2015 was printed in the February edition of
the Hotline Newsletter, we have been advised by the management of Oakridge Shopping Centre
and Ivanhoe Cambridge, the owner/developer,lhat they regret that we can no longer hold our
monthly meeting or AGM in the Oakridge Auditorium. In the next few years, the Oakridge
Shopping Centre will be undergoing a huge expansion. Due to the impact of the development
proposals and changes, the requirements of the Auditorium situation will'change. This came as
bad news and a surprise for the Woodpens' Ciub Board members as we are now forced to find
another venue for our monthly Board of Directors meetings and for our Annual General

Meeting (AGM).
"Two birds with one stone!" It is a requirement of our Charter under the BC Society's Act that
a AGM be held annually. In the past, we have always held our Woodpens' Club AGM in the
month of May each year. We have always appreciated the support and participation of our
members attending the AGM, however, the attendance has not been as good as we would like.
Because we are no longer able to hold our annual AGM in the Oakridge Auditorium (a free
venue), we have decided to include a very short (15 minute) version of our AGM as part of the
program at this year's Woodpens' Club Christmas Luncheon and Social on Saturday,
November 28th.
We hope that this positive decision appeals to all attendees. It will save the Club lots of money
and should make it much more convenient for our members to attend the very quick and
necessary AGM and Christmas Luncheon at the same time!

It will boost the attendance numbers of members at the meeting! Their support and loyalty for
the Woodpens' Club is both important and appreciated for the continued future of the Club!
Please note necessarv change: (required under the BC Societv Act)
We promise to make this AGM portion of the Christmas Luncheon and Social very brief....not
more than 15 minutes just before the food is served.

Notice of Annual General Meeting
To Woodpens' Club members:
Notice is hereby given: That the Annual General Meeting of the Woodpenso Club will be
held in Engineer's Auditorium, 4333 Ledger Avenue, Burnaby, on Saturday, November
28th, 2015 just before 12:00 noon.

1) To receive a brief report of the Directors and Financial Statement for the fiscal year

2)
3)

Ended December 31, 2014;
To Elect Directors for the ensuing year;
To transact other business as may properly come before the meeting.

The report of Directors and Financial Statement witl be presented at.the meeting.
By the order of the Board of Directors
Ann Weatherby, Secretary

Pll:9.ltY?L.gTygI:.1li.$1.9.o.1.".T.1i1'.gLtl:.2.?tt.gf,T:?T,".T'.?gLs...rrr'r'rr',,rrrrrr,
Notice to all Woodward's retirees........the new main contact person for Woodward's
Retirees is now Michelle Nandlall
There has been another change in the contact information for Woodward's inquiries.
The contact person at the Hudson's Bay Company is now Michelle Nandlall. She is the
Pensions Administrator. Pensions & Retirement Programs Department.
Email: michelle.nandlall@hbc.com

416-256-6632
or write:
Fax: 416-256-6650
Toll free: 1-800-465-2301
Tel:

Hudson's Bay Company
698 Lawrence Ave. W. 2nd Floor
North York, Ontario, M6AJA5

A MONTHLY NEWSLETTER FOR WOODPENS' CLUB MEMBERS
OPEN TO ALL FORMER WOODWARD'S EMPLOYEBS

Woodpens' Club Doy qt the Roces
... Sundoy, April 79'0, 2075
Back by popular demand! lan Murdoch, our Activities and Entertainment Chairperson, has
organized and booked another fun day of live harness racing at the Fraser Downs Racetrack &
Casino in Surrey especially for Woodpens' Club members, family and friends.... to be held on

Sundav,April 19th. Wewill beseatedinourownspecial reservedareaoftheClubHouseand
every table will have wonderful view of the track. The Clubhouse was built with the ultimate
racing experience in mind. This room features floor to ceiling windows with four levels of
terraced dining. Each table is equipped with closed circuit TV that will help uq to keep tabs on
ourselections priorto, and during, each race. One of the races again thisyearwill be dedicated
to the Woodpens' Club and some of our niembers wiil be asked to be on hand in the winners
circle after the race.
The cost per member or guest is 532.50 which includes the very popular deluxe Clubhouse
buffet lu nch, gratu ity and taxes. Doors open at 11,:45 AM ....the Buffet is open I2:I5 PM to 2:15
PM and the races start at \2:45 PM sharp. Mark your calendars now! Cut-oft dav for tickets is
Saturdav, April 1lth. Tickets are limited...remember tickets sold out early last year ...don't be
disappointed...send in your order for tickets for the Woodpens' Day at the races ASAP... using
the convenient order form below.
Arrange to carpool with other Woodwardites and friends, and look forward to attending
another fun-filled "Woodpens' Club Day at the Races" scheduled for Sunday, April l-gth.The
weather should be good and it will be a great way to spend a beautiful afternoon in the early
spring

!

We thank lan Murdoch for making the arrangements again for this year's spring outing!
Please send your cheque to Woodpens' Club, c/o Unit 513, Retail Level, 650 West 41't
Avenue, Vancouver, B.C. V5Z 2M9.

Please plan now to join fun.......bring a friend!
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*-gtopurchasetickets(spaceatatable}forthe,,WoodpensclubDayatthe
Races" scheduled for 11:45 AM on Sunday, April 19th, 2015 at Cloverdale Racetrack & Casino in Cloverdale,
BC. (Cut-off date Saturday,

April 11th).....1an Murdoch will have tickets available for yeu on your arrival at

the Woodpens' Club section of the Clubhouse. (Tickets will not be mailed to you.)
Name-------Please reserve

---tickets

... (Number of tickets) at 32.50 each =

Please mail your cheque payable to the Woodpens' Club, C/o Unit 513 Retail Level, 650 West 41st Ave.

Vancouver B. C., V5Z 2M9

The 34th Annual Woodward's Golf Classic is going to held

at the Delta Golf Club...... Fridayo May 1't, 2015
8:00 a.m. Shotgun start, be there by 7:30 a.m.

Delta Golf Club....11550 #10 Hwy (Ladner Truck Road)

In 2014 we had over 90 golfers which was our largest attendance in more than 5 years. There is
still room for lots more golfers - ladies and men - so start planning your 4- somes NOW!!
We look forward to welcoming old friendships and welcoming everyone May I"t,2015. This is
a great day of golf, fun, fellowship.
,

COST: $85.00 per golfer

- includes Green Fees and a FANTASTIC BBO LIINCH

Feel free to form your own foursome with family and/or friends. If you have your own
f,oursome or have former Woodwardites you would like to golf with please include all names
when you send in your cheque for payment. Each foursome decides when they Tee-off if they
want to play "best ball" or "individual ball".

Payment is required by Monday, April 13th, 2015. Make cheques payable to "Bob Beach" and
Mail to: Ian Murdoch,23212 Aurora Place, Maple Ridge, BC, V2X 9P8. 604-931-2971

Questions?? Or you would like to register as a new golfer please contact Bill Lawrie.....
wnlawrie@shaw.ca; 604-931-2971... or Joe VanderKooy .... joevanderkooy@shaw.ca;
604-588-703 1.
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From Jim Lawrence.....it may strike a cord/key???
Subject: Computer Spell Checker
Eye halve a spelling chequer
It came with my pee see
It plainly marques four my revue
Miss steaks eye kin knot sea.

Eye strike a key and type a word
And weight four it two say
Weather eye am wrong oar write
It shows me strait a weigh.

As soon as a mist ache is maid
It nose before two long
And eye can put the error rite
Its rare lea ever wrong.
Eye have run this poem threw it
I am shore your pleased two no
Its letter perfect awl the weigh
My chequer tolled me sew.

Vancouver Giants/Woodward's $1.49 Hockey Game.....

Fans Got Full Value!
The $1.49 Day theme was repeated again by the Vancouver Giants on Tuesday evening, March 10th, in the Pacific
Coliseum. The Vancouver Giants played the Spokane Chiefs. Members of the Woodpens' Club, former Woodward's
employees and former Woodward's customers alike enjoyed a wonderful tribute to Woodward's Stores
Limited....the largest and best full-line department store in Western Canada. In fact, BC and Alberta grew up
together for one hundred years, IB92-I992.

In early fanuary, Bill Lawrie met with Dale Saip, VP of Business Development for the Vancouver Giants Hockey
team, to work on the planning of the second, of what is hoped to be an annual, Vancouver Giants/Woodward's
$1.49 Game. It was scheduled for the earliest possible Tuesday in March, when the Giants would be back in town.
[As Tuesday was usually a slow day for retail, Woodward's was known for having $1.49 Day on the first Tuesday of
every month.) The game was to again be centered around the $1.49 theme. Buy one ticket at regular price and a
second for $1.49. A special parking ticket for Woodward's Alumni and friends cost $1.49 when ordered with prebooked tickets only. In addition there were items from the concession stands on sale for $1.49: hotdogs, popcorn,
soft drinks, and ice cream. Most of the Woodpens' Club members who attended the game sat in Section C where the
ticket prices were $19.50 for one ticket and $1.49 for a second ticket.....the same seats for a Canucks game are $i-75.
The Vancouver Giants play a good brand of hockey at prices that are "family friendly"l
In the days leading up to the Game, there was newspaper advertising and the $t.+O lay jingle was played on the
radio. The Vancouver Province newspaper ran copies of an original 1950's full page Woodward's $1.49 Day ad with
details of the Tribute to Woodward's promotion in the centre.
On the evening of the Game, the doors were opened to the "East Side Fan Centre" at 5:30 P.M. for a Meet-NGreet..... when Woodwardites could meet for a pre-game reception. The Overwaitea Food Group, one cf the major

sponsors of the Vancouver Giants, supplied "Woodward's Banners" to hang around the Coliseum. The Giants
players' hockey helmets had the Woodward's logo on them for this game only. It was a Big thrill for Kip
Woodward and fohn Bishop to join Bill Lawrie who dropped the ceremonial puck at centre ice prior to the
official start of the game! Another highlight was the whistiing contest fthe $L49 Day Jingle) between the second
and

third period.

George Haywood received an award! During a break in the first period, our Woodpens' Club Vice-President
and Chair of the Membership Committee was shown on the big screen above centre ice. George was presented with
the Vancouver Giants Valour Award in recognition of his leadership, excellence, and contribution to the
Woodpens'Club and within the Woodward's community,
We are sure that all Woodwardites who were at the game enjoyed themselves very much! It was a good game
and wonderful value for the moneyl The Giants played well and it was an exciting game; however, in the end they
lost to the Spokane Chiefs by a score of 4 to 3. We hope that the Giants management team were happy with this
special promotion and the attendance at the "Tribute to Woodward's" game. We would like to do it again next year
if possible. With more lead time, we could perhaps tie it onto a special Woodward's reunion and extend an
invitation to all Woodwardites, BC and Alberta. Now that it has been done for a second time, more Woodwardites
might want to share the experience of watching the Giants play good hockey, paying the regular price for the first
ticket and $1.49 for a second ticket, and also enjoying hot dogs, popcorn, soft drinks, ice cream, and parking for

iust $1.49.

Thanks again to

Bill Lawrie for organizing this fun event!
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Bob Takeda, former employee of Sanyei Corporation, fapan,
Recently Entertained by Woodward's Buyers.
The Sanyei Corporation was established in Osaka in 1946, by the late Mr. Kuno lzumi, iust after WWII, as
an export trading company. They were an exporter of accessories and general merchandise (Hardware,
Kitchenware, Giftware, Ceramics, Brassware, Sporting Goods, and Toys) to Europe and North America.
Over time they expanded with offices located in Tokyo, Nagoya, Osaka, Taipei, Bangkok, Kuala Lumpur,
Hong Kong, Shanghai, and New York.

During the 1960's and 70's in North America, key customers were some of the world's largest retailers at
the time, including Woolworth, fCPenny, Sears, and Kmart. In the early 70's, Sanyei Corporation became
one of the important buying offices for the Woodward's Hardgoods divisions. (Hardware, Automotive,
Housewares, Giftware, Chinaware, Sporting Goods, Luggage, Cameras, and Toys.
One of the Sanyei managers to work with Woodward's was Bob Takeda. Over the years, Bob worked in
the Tokyo head office, Hong Kong, and New York. He worked hard to establish a good working relationship
with each of the Woodward's buyers, to find the right merchandise, best quality, at the right price and at
the right time. Bob established long lasting friendships with many of the Woodward's buyers and he has
kept in touch with many of them over the last 23 years since Woodward's closed its doors.

In his 2014 Christmas card and letter to fohn Bishop, Bob suggested that he and his wife, Satoko, were
planning a quick 4-day visit to Vancouver, March sth to 8th, 2OL5. He especially wanted to spend some time
with several of the Woodward's buyers that he had worked with over the years.
Bob and his wife left Tokyo at7 PM, on Thursday, March Sth.They arrived in Vancouver at 10 AM, the
same day. For the rest of that day, he and his wife toured Vancouver. On Friday, March 6trr, they took a bus
tour to Buchart Gardens and Victoria, returning to their hotel in Vancouver the same day. Theywere
picked up by fohn & Sharon Bishop on Saturday morning for more touring, .....Stanley Park, the Sea to Sky
Hwy. and the Gondola in Squamish, Iate lunch at the Boathouse in Horseshoe Bay, a drive around the
beaches and English Bay and back to their hotel.
As promised, Bob got to meet, visit and get reacquainted with many of the Woodward's buyers he had
worked with over 23 years ago. George Haywood (Toys) & his wife, Doreen, picked up Bob and his wife, at
their hotel at SPM for the drive to the Bishop's house for a special dinner party arranged in Bob's honour.
Bob was surprised to find several buyers and their wives waiting for him! .........Rick Cassels (sporting
Goods and Luggage) Bill Lawrie fHardware) Ian Murdoch (Hardware) Dick Pretty (Housewares) Derek Erb
(China and Giftware).

It was a wonderful evening! The dinner was "pot-luck"....with a happy hour, prior to the dinner part of the
evening. The buyers and their wives agreed that it would be OK for the men to sit together at one table and
the ladies at a separate table during dinner. Fortunately the wives had a good time and the men really
enioyed talking about "old times" and reminiscing. The Takedas were surprised with the special dessert,
"Welcome to Vancouver" cake with their names on it.
The evening ended at about 10 PM. It was a fun evening and a good time was had by all. The Haywoods
drove Bob and his wife back to their hotel, Bob and Satoko flew back to Tokyo at 2 PM, Sunday, March
Btt',..after a quick, very busy 4-day visit. Before leaving, Bob suggested to lan Murdoch that he would come
back to Vancouver next year to participate in the 2016 "Annual Woodward's Golf Tournament".
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REMINDER.....you may have forgotten! Membership fees are due
January 2015. Have you sent yours in yet? $15.00

single

Slg.00 couple

LET'S KEEP THE SPIRIT OF WOODWARD'S ALIVE!!
Make your cheque payable to Woodpen's Club ....mail to: Woodpen's Club Unit 513
Retail Level - 650 West 41't Ave. Vancouver, BC V5Z 2}y'lg
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WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS

Edna Jones.......Sechelt, BC......Laurie Jones is adding her mum
Edna as a new Woodpens' member (wife & daughter of Cliff Jones)

Larry Anderson.....New Westminster
?k?k*?k**tr?k?k***?k*?k*?k*?k*?k***?k?k******?k*t<**rr****?k*?ktrtrtr***tr,r*

Congratulations to Mike Ray and his wifeo the former Crystall Brucker, who
were married on Sunday, March 15th
Mike worked for 2l years in the accounting department in the downtown
Vancouver Store and Crystall worked for a few years in the Guildford Store
Toy Department for Marg West.
Including some time as a Hula Hoop demonstrator and a worker during
Breakfast with Santa. We wish them a long, happy life together! !!

REMEMBERING

HAY, Robert John (Bob).....from Elaine Hay....I am sad to inform you and my fellow
Woodward alumni that Robert John (Bob) Hay passed away peacefully with his immediate
family by his side on Thursday, February 5'h,2015 as the age of 66 following a year-long battle
from complications of a stroke. Bob was born in Austin, Manitoba on May 26th,1948. He is
survived by his best friend Judi Brown, myself Elaine Hay, (ex wife) and our son Ryan
(Courtney) and his other children; Shayne (Suzan), Danielle (Niels) and 4 grandchildren.
Bob spent most of his career at Woodward's (1970's through mid 80's) in the Men's Wear
division in several stores and then a a Buyer (Men's Basics, Gift Wear) based in the Vancouver
Downtown store.
Those that remember him

will, I'm

sure, also remember his

joy of life, curling, playing with the New West Old Timers
team in the Woodward's slo pitch league, hockey and his fun
personality. When one of his suppliers decided to retire, he

convinced us to buy his agency. It was a tough decision at
the time to leave the Woodward's family, but Bob decided to
give it a go, joining the ranks of the independents clothing
line reps. He enjoyed many years on the road and the many
friends he cultivated, but he never forgot his great
community of friends.
He retired a few years ago and went back to his roots of truck
driving and gardening to fill his time. In the past few years
Bob made his home in Madeira Park on the Sunshine Coast, a
place sacred to his heart, and among a great community of
friends.
A celebration of Bob's life was held on February 22,2015, at Madeira Park. If you wish to
make a memorial contribution in Bob's name please consider the Heart and Stroke Foundation.

KRAUSE, Harry (Herbert Henry).....passed away on Tuesday, February Z4th,Harry had a
wonderful and successful life for 92 years and is survived by his tw-o sons Bob and Chuck and
their families. He will be greatly missed by his family and friends. Harry was one of the best
Buyers in the Men's Fashion division and greatly impressed his colleagues with his ability as a
Buyer.
On behalf of all Woodpens' Club members and Board of Directors, sincere condolences go out
to family and friends. May you find comfort in fond memories.
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To Alyn Edwards:

AtYf,I
EDWARDS

Hi Alyn
I read the great article you had in the Friday Vancouver Sun about John Kennedy's 1940 Buick
Cabriolet. My Name is Bill Lawrie and I am on the board of the Woodpens' Club which is a
club for former Woodward's employees and their families. Each month we produce a "Hotline"
newsletter we send out a "Hotline" newsletter out to the 400 plus members with information on
upcoming events and socials along with interesting stories from members about their time
working for Woodward's or what they are doing in their retirement. It would be great if we
could use your story and pictures on John's car, how he came to own it and some of the road
trips he took in the car.
For those of us who worked at Woodward's we felt like we were 1 big family who continue to
care for each other and want to spend time together. It is not a common occutrence for a
company that went out of business more than 20 years ago to still have an active club of ex
employees who still meet regularly and have golf tournaments, days at the races, picnics,
Vancouver Giants $ 1.49 day hockey games, Christmas lunches, etc. but that is what we do. The
newsletter helps to keep in touch with each other and to share a little bit about what our
colleagues are doing now.

Thank you for your time and for the great story of a classic car.
Bill Lawrie
Good moming

Bill

I'm honoured that you will post my story in you Woodward's alma mater newsletter. Here is the
original copy for the story.
Regards

Alyn

J.. S. KrnNanv, N,{anager,
Homc Accessories, \Iancouver.

Rare Buick convertible was given the red carpet treatment on its first

trip to San Francisco

It was 75 years ago this spring that Captain L. D. Douglas bought his new Buick convertible. He was the
commander of many Canadian Pacific Steamships ocean liners including the largest and fastest transPacific liner called the Empress of Japan. The deal for the convertible was struck at Bowell McDonald
Motor Company, purveyors of General Motors products: Cadillac, LaSalle, Buick and pontiac cars.
Bow-Mac, as it would later become known, was right in the centre of Vancouver on Burrard Street at
Georgia where the Hyatt Regency Hotel stands today. Captain Douglas lived 10 minutes away at Burrard

and L5thAvenue.
The 1940 Buick cabriolet complete with hot water heater and defroster along with a radio cost 51,763
including license, registration and transfer. Captain Douglas was allowed SO1O on his trade in - a j.936

Oldsmobile sedan.

He dispatched his oldest son Pierce to the Buick plant in Flint, Michigan to fetch the Bandelier Blue
convertible for the 5,000-kilometer trip back to Vancouver.

Captain and Mrs. Douglas loved their convertible so much it was their car for two decades. Teenaged
John Kennedy also loved his great uncle's convertible, often seen with the top down on family outings.
A keen lover of all things automotive, young John got his driver's license on his L6th birthday. Later that
year, in the spring of 1961, he got the convertible.
Captain Douglas had passed away and his wife didn't drive. Sadly, his eldest son had been killed in the
war. Remaining son Gordon loved the car and wanted it to stay in the family but and his tvyo daughters
had no interest in it. So he gave it to his favourite nephew -John Kennedy so it woujd remain in the

family.
And that's how John Kennedy enjoyed a top down summer in 1961. Then he showed up for his first day
in Grade 11 at Magee Secondary School in Kerrisdale driving the Buick with the top down.
"The car went to all the school and non-school functions including sports events and dances. lt was
always full of teenagers," John recalls. "l mostly drove it with the top down because I liked it that way
and it was easier to see out of the car."
John and his friends would head to the White Spot restaurant at 69th and Granville Street almost every
day after school. lt was the social gathering place for students from all the secondary schools in the
area. The favourite was the White Spot hamburger 'carhop combo' for $t.Eg.

While other kids were hot rodding and customizing their cars in the early 1950's, John Kennedy kept his
car original and in tip top shape. When he joined Woodward's Stores after high school, he bought a
Volkswagen to use as his daily driver and kept the convertible inside.

to marriage and the birth of his two sons, the convertible is still in the picture being used
picnics
for family
and outings. As his boys were growing up in the L97O's,the opportunity for a
combination business and holiday trip to California was met with the decision to driye the aging Buick
Flash forward

convertible.

"We arrived at the border and I told the customs officer the car was about to boil over from waiting in
line for so long," John recalls. "He basically waved us through. His only questions were: What year is it
and how long have you owned it?"
The then 35-year-old convertible would draw high fives, waves and scores of people all the way to
California and back.

When the family arrived at San Francisco's Hyatt Regency Embarcadero Hotel, John was worried about
parking lot security. The front desk clerk told him the car would be well looked after but emphasized it
couldn't be driven in and out during the stay. "When we checked on it, we discovered the car was in
their meeting boardroom, parked right on the red carpet."
The family traveled south

to

for a day at Disneyland. "l thought it would be a good idea to
let the car have an oil change and tune up for the trip back to Vancouver," John says of their time spent
in Anaheim. He spotted a gas station right outside Disneyland and left the car for service. That meant
free parking for the day.
Los Angeles

When he returned for the car, he couldn't see it anywhere. The manager told him the car had drawn so
much attention, they had to leave it out of sight, high on a hoist. There was no charge for servicing the
Buick. The manager said the car was such a big attraction that it had been good for business.
On a trip

to Port Townsend, Washington, John returned to the car to find a note from a local new car

dealer: Two new Buicks trade for this onel
John is now 70 years old and his treasured Buick convertible has turned 75. They are still together.

Vintage Buick expert Vern Bethel, of Vancouver's False Creek Automotive, has been involved with the
car longer than its owner. "l was always playing around with old Buick's and lived near Captain Douglas
in the late 1950's," he says. "He called me one day and asked if I could maintain it for him which I did.
It's a lovely and rare old car."
For owner John Kennedy, his venerable Buick convertible has now reached family heirloom status.

"lt's

been in our family since new," John says with pride.
AIyn Edwards is a classic cor enthusiost and partner in Peok Communicators, d Vancouver-bosed public
relations company. aedwords@ peakco.com

